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Disability Inclusion Service
Inclusion Grant Guidance Notes
Purpose

The purpose of the Inclusion grant is:

· To support mainstream leisure groups to make their group more inclusive of young people with a disability or additional need such as ADHD, epilepsy, behavioural or medical issues etc.  
How much money is available?

Grants of up to £500 are available, up to March 2012.  Applications can be submitted any time and will be then assessed by our Grants panel made up of young people, parents and service providers.
Who can apply?

Applications to the Inclusion Grant are welcome from voluntary organisations, charities and mainstream community groups based in the Wakefield Metropolitan District Council area. You must have a group bank or building society account and be able to confirm that you have a proper accounting procedure and are financially viable.
What can be funded?
The grant can be used to fund or part fund such things as equipment to support communication, physical and sensory needs including technology (large screens, magnifying equipment, hearing loops etc)  sports equipment  (e.g. balls with bells, foam javelins, soft balls, adapted bats etc) arts and crafts supplies (chunky pencils, specialist brushes) indeed anything which will make the activities more inclusive for young people with disabilities such as visual, hearing, sensory, fine and gross motor skills difficulties and mobility issues.  The grant can also be used for the training of group leaders to help them to understand the issues related to disabilities which will assist them in making their groups more inclusive.  
What CANNOT be funded?

· Work which has already taken place.

· Grants to individuals.

· Services that should be provided by a statutory agency – schools, health, local and national government.

· Ongoing group costs such as rent, food, utility costs, insurance etc
. 

How applications will be considered?

Bids will be considered by a grants panel made up of young people with additional needs, parents/carers and leisure providers, supported by Barnardo’s staff. Recommendations for funding will be endorsed by the Contracting Officer at County Hall.
Process for applications

1. The information required to assess an application will be obtained by completing an Inclusion grant form included in this pack.
2. Assessment of the application by the grants panel.

3. Recommendation made to the Capital Project Co-ordinator / Programme Manager Joint Commissioner.

4. Grant approved / refused.

5. All efforts will be made to ensure a decision is reached within 10 weeks of receiving the application.

Assistance with applications

Assistance to complete application forms is available from the ‘Get Started’ Project workers.
Payment of grants

The grant will be paid either in the form of a BACS  payment directly into the groups bank account or by cheque made payable to the group.  A receipt for the total amount of items purchased should be sent to ‘Get Started’ no later than four weeks after receipt of the grant.
After receiving a grant award

The organisation will be required to provide:

· Receipts.

· Simple letter saying how the money was spent and what impact the grant has made with regard to making the group more inclusive for disabled children/young people.
